
4-H Youth Development

February 2025

2/6 - Council, 7pm @ Extension Office  
2/22 - Club Days @ Chisolm Trail Middle, Newton  
2/22-23 – Horse Panorama at Rock Springs –
Registration coming soon  
February TBA – Shooting Sports Leader Training
and Updates 
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C H A N G E ,  M O R E  D E T A I L S  L A T E R )

4 - H  C l u b  D a y

Mult i-County Club day wi l l  take p lace on February 22nd at
Chisholm Middle  School   in  Newton.  The f irst  presentat ion
wi l l  start  at  8 :30 am.  

NEW th is  year,  a l l  part ic ipat ions wi l l  s ign up for  a  t ime s lot
ahead of  c lub day.  The t ime p icked,  wi l l  be the t ime your 4-
Her wi l l  be present ing.  

P lease f ind a l l  information on th is  page:  

h t t p s : / / w w w . h a r v e y . k - s t a t e . e d u / 4 - h / e v e n t s / c l u b d a y s /

4 - H  C o u n c i l
 
C o u n c i l  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  -  Don’t
forget about the meet ing on February
6 at  7  PM.

P lease make sure you have
representat ion from your c lub!  
( 2  y o u t h ,  2  a d u l t s ) .  P lease f ind an
alternate if  you cannot make it .  

I f  you are a  counci l  off icer  p lease
make sure you are prepared for  the
meet ing with  your off icer  tasks !  

A t t e n t i o n  A l l  4 - H  C l u b  C o m m u n i t y  L e a d e r s  

There wi l l  be a  4-H Club Community  Leaders meet ing on
Thursday March 6,  2025 at  7 :00 pm in  the meet ing room of
the Extens ion Off ice .  

C l u b  G o a l s
 
Each year,  c lubs set  goals  as  to what they hope to
accompl ish  for  the year .  C lubs decide if  they want to go
for a  c lub seal  and what leve l  they would l i ke  to try  to
achieve.  Th is  is  usual ly  decided by a committee made up of
youth and adults ,  but  i t  can be d iscussed at  a  c lub meet ing.
 
Once a decis ion is  made on which seal  to  a im for ,  i t  is  up to
al l  members of  the c lub to he lp  achieve those goals .  Th is
means doing your part  by part ic ipat ing in  4-H events ,  doing
presentat ions,  complet ing your record book,  and attending
club and project  meet ings!
 
Start  now work ing on your c lub goals  so you can achieve
that c lub seal .  4-H’ers  be work ing on p in  appl icat ions and
records books throughout the year so when it ’s  t ime to
complete these it ’s  less  stressfu l  for  a l l  invo lved.  P in
appl icat ions are on the county website .

M a t c h  W e e k  i s  M a r c h  3 - 7 ,  2 0 2 5 ,  and ho lds incredib le  opportunity  for  McPherson
County 4-H.  Dur ing that  t ime,  McPherson County Community  Foundat ion wi l l  match
donat ions made to our  endowment fund.  

Here’s  how contr ibut ions are received:  



Cash or  Checks to our  4-H Endowment Fund ( m a d e  t o  M C C F  w i t h  t h e  4 - H  C l u b  N a m e  a n d  “ M a t c h  W e e k ”
i n  t h e  m e m o  l i n e )  can be brought to the Community  Foundat ion (1233 N.  Main ,  McPherson)  from 9:00
am-4:00 pm each day for  contact less  de l ivery or  can be mai led,  be ing postmarked no later  than
March 5 ,  2025.  Donat ions may a lso be made with  credit  card.  Mcphersonfoundation.org  (c l ick  on
the donate button) .  A l l  donat ions are tax deduct ib le .  

Take or  mai l  a  check to the Extens ion Off ice by March 1  (600 W.  Woodside,  McPherson,  KS 67460)
P lease make check out  to MCCF with  4-H Match Week and 4-H Club you are support ing in  the
“MEMO” l ine .

Take or  mai l  a  check to the McPherson County Community  Foundat ion dur ing Match Week -  March
3-7 (1233 N Main  Str . ,  McPherson KS 67460)  PLEASE put  4-H Club you are support ing in  the “MEMO”
l ine .  

 
Matching fund wi l l  be g iven to our  organizat ion based on a proport ional  bas is .  For  example,  i f
$300,000 is  ra ised and our  organizat ion received 10% of the tota l  donat ions,  we wi l l  receive $10,000
matching funds.  
 
> > >  R E M E M B E R  T H A T  T H I S  E V E N T  T A K E S  T H E  P L A C E  O F  T H E  “ D E V E L O P M E N T  F U N D  D R I V E ”

P r o c e s s i n g  D a t e  f o r  L i v e s t o c k  A f t e r  F a i r
 

L ivestock exh ib itors  who want to process
their  an imals  r ight  after  the fa ir  shou ld  start
cal l ing Krehbie l ' s  to  schedule  a  process ing
date.  There is  NOT one specif ic  date
reserved for  4-H animals ,  you have to
reserve your own process ing s lots .  

L i v e s t o c k  I n f o r m a t i o n

B e e f  -  Beef tagging and weigh in  wi l l  be
by appointment March 20 – 8 :00-6:00
and March 21  – 8 :00-3:00.  P lease make
an appointment with  Shad for  what t ime
you wi l l  be p lanning to weigh & tag on the
fairgrounds.  A l l  market  an imals  must  be
tagged.  We can tag any breeding an imals
at  th is  t ime as wel l .

 
S h e e p / M e a t  G o a t s  -Weigh- In  and
Tagging wi l l  take p lace in  the Fairgrounds
Block Bui ld ing on Apr i l  24 – 8 :00-6:00 and
Apri l  25  – 8 :00-5:00.  P lease make
arrangements to have a l l  your  market
animals  there that  day to be tagged!

 
S w i n e  -  Swine Tagging wi l l  take p lace on
the fa irgrounds on Apr i l  24 – 8 :00-6:00
and Apr i l  25  – 8 :00-5:00.  Th is  wi l l  be the
same t ime as Sheep/Meat Goat for  ease
of people  br ing ing mult ip le  species .  I f  you
need a d ifferent  t ime,  p lease ca l l  and ta lk
with  Shad.  

 
 H o r s e -  H o r s e  I D s

M u s t  b e  s i g n e d  b y  M a y  1 !  

Al l  horses you might  use in  the project  must
have 4-H ID papers s igned by May 1 .  In  order
to show at  the State Fair ,  you must  qual ify
at  a  Distr ict  Show.  You may attend one
addit ional  show besides the SC Show.

Y o u t h  L i v e s t o c k  Q u a l i t y  A s s u r a n c e  -  R E Q U I R E D

Youth for  the Qual ity  Care of  Animals  (YQCA)  is  a
nat ional ,  mult i-species  youth l ivestock qual i ty
assurance program.  I t  is  open to youth 8-21 years of
age and focuses on food safety,  an imal  wel l-being,  and
character development .  (7  year o lds  wi l l  complete as a
county requirement)  Th is  tra in ing wi l l  be required
year ly  for  a l l  Beef ,  Sheep,  Swine and Goat exh ib itors
pr ior  to the 4-H Fair .  We wi l l  offer  some in  person
train ings as wel l  as  an opt ion to complete on l ine .  Th is
is  a lso required for  state shows.
 
An in  person tra in ing wi l l  be he ld  on Monday,  March 17
at  the Extens ion Off ice .  We wi l l  begin  at  11 :00 a .m.  and
done in  about an hour !  Another date in  case you missed
or cannot make the March date wi l l  be Apr i l  24
start ing at  4 :00 p .m.  You can a lso do th is  on l ine for  a
cost  of  $12.00.  V is it :  YQCAprogram.org

 L i v e s t o c k  I D ’ s

 Are due into the Off ice on MAY 1 .  Horse ID’s  require a
s ignature from an agent and must have photos.  (You
must br ing in  the or ig ina l  ID for  a  s ignature,  not  a
copy) .  So make sure you get  these f i l led out  and turned
into the off ice sooner rather than later .  Late ID’s  wi l l
not  be accepted.

Th is  inc ludes beef,  sheep,  swine,  dairy ,  horse,  dairy
goat,  and meat goat .

E x c e p t i o n s  t o  t h i s  a r e  r a b b i t  a n d  p o u l t r y .  P o u l t r y  d o  n o t
h a v e  a n  I D  f o r m  r a t h e r  t h e y  w i l l  g o  t h r o u g h  t e s t i n g  p r i o r
t o  t h e  f a i r  a n d  r e c e i v e  b a n d s  t o  p u t  o n .  R a b b i t  I D ’ s  a r e
d u e  J u n e  1 .

D E A D L I N E  F O R  T H E  M C P H E R S O N  4 - H
S C H O L A R S H I P  I S  A P R I L  1 ,  2 0 2 5



CHUCK LAUGHLIN
COUNTY EXTENSION AGENT

FAMILY & COMMUNITY WELLNESS

Family & Community Wellness

M y  H o m e t o w n  C a l e n d a r s  a r e  h e r e !  L o c a t e d
i n s i d e  t h e  M c P h e r s o n  C o u n t y  E x t e n s i o n  L o b b y .

T e a c h  a n d  T a s t e - F e b r u a r y - H o m e m a d e  S n a c k s

Join  us  February 12th at  6 :30 PM for  some
homemade snacks!  Th is  c lass  is  HANDS-ON and
FREE!  Register  by scanning the QR code,
fo l lowing the l ink  or  ca l l ing our  off ice at  
620-241-1523.

W i t h  a  l i t t l e  r a z z l e  d a z z l e ,  w e ’ v e
r e s c h e d u l e d  A g e  W i s e  N u t r i t i o n !
J o i n  u s  F e b r u a r y  1 7 t h !

Rescheduled
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As announced on January 15 ,  2025,  the Food
and Drug Admin istrat ion is  banning the use of
FD&C Red No.  3  in  any food product or  drugs
that are ingested.  What foods does th is
affect? Any food or  ingested drug that  has a
br ight ,  cherry-red co lor .  Food examples inc lude
candy,  cakes and cupcakes,  cook ies ,  frozen
desserts ,  and frost ing or  ic ings .

Two studies  have shown cancer in  laboratory
male rats  when exposed to h igh leve ls  of  FD&C
Red No.  3  due to a  rat  specif ic  hormonal
mechanism.  There are no sc ient if ic  studies  that
have shown the re lat ionship  of  consuming
FD&C No.  3  caus ing cancer in  humans or  other
animals .  According to the Delaney Clause,  i f
any food addit ive or  co lor  addit ive is  proven to
induce cancer in  humans or  an imals ,  i t  cannot
be used.

F D A  B a n s  F D & C  R e d  N o .  3
b y  K a r e n  B l a k e s l e e

Manufacturers us ing FD&C Red No.  3  must
reformulate their  products by January 15 ,  2027 or
January 18,  2028 based on sa les .  Imported foods
into the U.S .  must  comply  with  FDA regulat ions and
not contain  th is  ingredient .  Examples of  co lors  to
replace FD&C Red No.  3  may inc lude red beet
extract or  papr ika extract .

S o u r c e s :

https:/ /www.fda.gov/food/hfp-constituent-
updates/fda-revoke-authorization-use-red-
no-3-food-and-ingested-drugs
https:/ /www.fda.gov/ industry/color-
addit ives/fdc-red-no-3
https:/ /www.federalregister.gov/documents/
2025/01/16/2025-00830/color-addit ive-
petit ion-from-center-for-science-in-the-
publ ic- interest-et-al-request-to-revoke-color

W h a t  i s  N o r o v i r u s ?
b y  K a r e n  B l a k e s l e e

Wash your hands often for  20 seconds.

Bes ides the f lu ,  COVID,  and RSV i l lnesses occurr ing th is  t ime of  year,  there has
been an increase in  Norovirus  across the country .  The typica l  peak season is
December to March.

Norovirus  is  very contagious and causes vomit ing and d iarrhea.  Some may cal l  i t
the “stomach f lu”  or  “stomach bug.”  But  i t  is  not  re lated to the f lu .  I t  is  the
leading cause of  vomit ing and d iarrhea,  and foodborne i l lness .  People  of  a l l  ages
can get  infected.  Norovirus  causes about ha lf  of  the a l l  outbreaks of  food-
re lated i l lness .

One of  the s implest  prevent ion measures is  proper and frequent handwashing.  C lean and d is infect
contaminated surfaces.  Wash laundry in  hot  water if  poss ib le .  Stay home to prevent  the spread to
others .  Most people  wi l l  recover in  1  to  3  days .  There is  no medicat ion to treat Norovirus .

Be sure to dr ink  p lenty of  l iqu ids  to reduce dehydrat ion .  I f  dehydrat ion becomes severe,  seek medical
care.

S o u r c e :  https:/ /www.cdc.gov/norovirus/ index.html

F D A  P r o p o s e s  F r o n t - o f - P a c k  L a b e l i n g
b y  K a r e n  B l a k e s l e e

The Food and Drug Admin istrat ion has proposed a new
addit ion to food products by adding nutr it ion information on
the front  of  packages.  The goal  is  to  g ive consumers “at-a-
glance”  information when choosing foods.  I t  wi l l  on ly  g ive
information for  saturated fat ,  sodium,  and added sugar .  I t
wi l l  a lso show the amounts as h igh,  medium or  low in  va lue .

Current  federal  d ietary recommendat ions advise U.S .
consumers to l imit  these three nutr ients  to achieve a
nutr ient-dense d iet  with in  ca lor ie  l imits .  Th is  proposal  is
current ly  in  the comment phase to get  more information
from contr ibutors .
 
S o u r c e :  https:/ /www.fda.gov/food/nutrit ion-food-label ing-
and-crit ical-foods/front-package-nutrit ion- label ing



D o n ’ t  L e t  t h e  E n d  Z o n e  b e  t h e  D a n g e r  Z o n e !
b y  K a r e n  B l a k e s l e e

Score a touchdown at  your party by serv ing great food,  and winn ing with  safe food!
 

C l e a n :  P r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  w i n !
Wash your hands with  warm soapy water for  20 seconds.
Wash and sanit ize  a l l  d ishware and utens i ls .

S e p a r a t e :  Y o u r  b e s t  d e f e n s e !
Keep raw meat and poultry  away from ready-to-eat foods.
Use a c lean utens i l  for  each d ish .
Use a c lean p late when going for  second he lp ings of  food.

C o o k :  A  g a m e  w i n n e r !
Use a food thermometer to check for  doneness
Al l  pou ltry—165°F
Burgers and s l iders—160°F
Soup and reheated foods—165°F

C h i l l :  D o n ’ t  l e t  t h e  c l o c k  e x p i r e !
Keep hot  foods hot  and co ld  foods co ld .
Put  out  food in  batches.
Fo l low the 2-hour ru le .

L e a r n  m o r e  a t  https:/ /www.foodsafety.gov/blog/dont- let-end-zone-become-danger-zone-your-
guide-hosting-penalty-free-super-bowl-party

To schedule time with Chuck follow the link below
or scan the QR code.
https://calendly.com/claughlin-ksu/meeting-with-chuck

County Connection E-News
To register to receive updates on upcoming events, calendar updates,
webinars, senior and military discounts available, county resource phone
numbers, as well as tips and tricks to make life easier. 

http://tinyurl.com/MCAddEvent



Agriculture & Natural Resources
SHAD MARSTON

COUNTY EXTENSION AGENT
AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES

U p c o m i n g  C a l v i n g  S e a s o n - T h e  I m p o r t a n c e  o f  C o l o s t r u m

S o u r c e  M a r k  Z .  J o h n s o n ,  O k l a h o m a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  E x t e n s i o n  B e e f  C a t t l e  B r e e d i n g  S p e c i a l i s t

Being ready and prepared before the start  of  ca lv ing season can make l i fe  much eas ier  for  cow-calf
producers and potent ia l ly  save a ca lf .  By the t ime calv ing season starts ,  you need everyth ing on hand
that might  be necessary and a l l  equipment and faci l i t ies  in  work ing order .  Operators need several
doses of  co lostrum or  co lostrum replacer on inventory before the start  of  spr ing-calv ing season.

Adequate co lostrum intake is  extremely  crucia l  for  newborn ca lves in  order to gain  pass ive immunity .
Calves born after  a  pro longed de l ivery through the pe lv ic  canal  can suffer  from severe respiratory
acidos is .  Such ca lves are less  eff ic ient  at  absorbing co lostra l  immunoglobul ins  or  ant ibodies  even if
art if ic ia l ly  fed co lostrum.  The on ly  d isease protect ion baby ca lves wi l l  receive is  from the pass ive
transfer  of  ant ibodies  from the co lostrum they ingest .  Colostrum a lso contains  ingredients  that
restr icts  bacter ia l  growth.  These factors,  together with  immunoglobul ins ,  he lp  l imit  growth of
bacter ia  in  the gut .

Colostrum or  co lostrum replacer wi l l  need to be admin istered by bott le  suck l ing or  tube feeding with in
a few hours of  b irth  for  maximal  absorpt ion of  immunoglobul ins .  The general  ru le  of  thumb is  the
sooner co lostrum is  ingested the better  and ca lves wi l l  typica l ly  stand,  walk  and nurse with in  one hour
after  b irth .  Bottoml ine :  i f  there is  any quest ion of  i f  a  ca lf  has received adequate co lostrum,  then
colostrum should  be admin istered immediate ly  to the newborn.  Calves that  miss  gett ing t imely
colostrum ingest ion are much more l i ke ly  to suffer  from calf  scours,  which can have l i fe long effects
on general  hardiness and d isease res istance.

Prev ious ly  obtained co lostrum must be kept frozen to protect the integr ity  of  the large protein
molecu les  that  make up the var ious immunoglobul ins .  Fresh co lostrum can be stored in  one-quart
doses by putt ing that  much in  a  ga l lon-s ize Z ip loc bag.  Lay the bags f lat  to freeze in  the freezer .
When the t ime comes to thaw the co lostrum and feed it  to  the newborn ca lf ,  the “best  pract ice”  is  to
thaw in  a  warm water bath at  122 degrees Fahrenheit  for  one hour .  Avoid thawing at  room
temperature or  in  a  microwave oven.

As with  most anyth ing that  K-State Research and Extens ion accompl ishes,  we reach community  members
with answers to he lp  them in  a l l  aspects of  l i fe .  There are current ly  67 local  extens ion un its  across Kansas
that are organized into 21  extens ion d istr icts  (mult i-county un its )  and 46 independent count ies .  Each of  the
105 Kansas count ies  has an extens ion off ice .  They he lp  employ near ly  250 extens ion agents and more than
150 program ass istants and off ice profess ionals .

Th is  work is  even expanded more by ut i l i z ing thousands of  vo lunteers that  l ive  in  the respect ive
communit ies .  These vo lunteers serve because they are be l ievers of  the KSRE and the work that  is  done
through extens ion that  d irect ly  affects the l ives  of  the people  in  the ir  count ies  and d istr icts .  There are a
tota l  of  650 e lected extens ion board/govern ing body members,  236 represent ing extens ion d istr icts  and
414 represent ing count ies .  Addit ional ly ,  there are 2 ,520 members on Program Development Committees,
e lected in  count ies  and appointed in  d istr icts .

Technica l ly ,  every board member from count ies  can change annual ly  and e lect ions for  a  quarter  of  the
govern ing body members in  d istr icts  occur on odd years .  Thus,  newly  e lected people  have new
responsib i l i t ies  a long with  the var ious leve ls  of  exper ienced board members .  Local  extens ion boards have a
representat ive body known as the State Extens ion Advisory Counci l  (SEAC) .  Th is  21-member board is
composed of  e lected representat ives from the local  extens ion boards across the state.  McPherson County
is  lucky to have Janel l  Harman of  Inman,  on that  board and I  know she wi l l  represent  our  county wel l .

K-State Research and Extens ion,  and therefore K-State,  is  embedded in  McPherson County communit ies
and we have a foundat ional  partnersh ip  with  many bus inesses and a responsib i l i ty  for  constant
communicat ion to a l l .  I  want to cont inue to improve the va lue of  our  outstanding partnersh ips that  we have
in  our  rura l  communit ies  of  McPherson County and make a s incere effort  to communicate that  we are a l l
work ing together as “One K-State” . -Shad



P o t e n t i a l  f o r  W i n t e r k i l l  t o  t h e  K a n s a s  W h e a t  C r o p  
b y  S h a d  M a r s t o n

The extremely  co ld  temperatures observed in  McPherson County and surrounding areas in  mid-
January 2025 have the potent ia l  to  cause winterk i l l  to  the winter  wheat crop.  However,  several
factors determine whether winter  wheat wi l l  surv ive the winter  and th is  part icu lar  co ld  spel l .  The
most important  factors from the crop’s  perspect ive inc lude proper co ld  hardening and root system
development,  as  wel l  as  the overal l  crop status in  terms of  damage from pests .  From an
environmental  perspect ive,  important  factors inc lude a ir  temperature,  consequent so i l  temperatures
at the crown leve l ,  snow cover,  and so i l  moisture content .

We know it  got  very co ld  from a stretch that  began on January 18 and lasted through the 21st ,  a ir
temperatures dropped as low as -10 degrees F  in  and around McPherson County .  These temperatures
were co ld  enough to cause leaf  burn,  i f  so i l  temperatures reached these leve ls .  Th is  cou ld  potent ia l ly
cause winterk i l l .  With  our  snow cover,  so i l  temperatures at  2”  depth never got  be low 20 degrees F
and was l i ke ly  not  co ld  enough to cause winterk i l l  to  a  wel l  winter-hardened wheat crop.

Mark your ca lendar now for  an upcoming seminar on February
12 at  the Great P la ins  Corporate Off ice in  Sa l ina,  KS.  Wheat
Rx is  partnersh ip  between Kansas Wheat and K-State
Research and Extens ion to d isseminate the latest  research
recommendat ions for  h igh-y ie ld ing and h igh-qual i ty  wheat to
Kansas wheat farmers .

Th is  Wheat Rx school  from 8:30am t i l l  3 :00pm wi l l  have speakers that  wi l l  d iscuss var iety se lect ion,
weed contro l ,  d isease management,  so i l  fert i l i ty ,  and more.  Attendees wi l l  a lso learn more about
Great P la ins  Ag,  tour  i ts  Sa l ina faci l i ty ,  and about a  new project  between K-State and the Kansas
Wheat Commiss ion to he lp  growers benef it  from ongoing government and pr ivate conservat ion
programs.

R e g i s t e r  o n l i n e  a t  kswheat.com/wheatrx

This  event  is  free for  members of  the Kansas Associat ion of  Wheat Growers (KAWG) .  I t  costs  $110 for
non-members;  however,  the event  fee inc ludes KAWG membership .  Lunch and meet ing mater ia ls  are
inc luded with  the registrat ion fee.

I m p o r t a n t  s t e p s  t o  r e m e m b e r :

Calves should  have co lostrum with in  f irst  2
hours of  l i fe ,  i f  ca lf  can’t  get  co lostrum from
dam, take steps to g ive co lostrum with in  4-6
hrs of  b irth .  
Colostrum intake should  be 10% of ca lf ’s  body
weight ,  0 .5  – 1  ga l lon .  F irst  choice is  for  ca lf  to
nurse a bott le  so that  co lostrum goes d irect ly
to the abomasum.  Don’t  over  feed to
encourage calf  to  nurse on i ts  own,  1 .5  quart
dose good start ing point .
 Handle  healthy ca lves before s ick  ca lves and
avoid exposing newborns to contaminants on
c loth ing or  mater ia ls  used on s ick  ca lves .
If  a  cow is  brought in  for  any amount of  ca lv ing
ass istance,  make sure she leaves with  a  c lean
udder .

The amount of  immunoglobul in  ingested is  a  major  factor in  f ina l  b lood immunoglobul in  concentrat ion
and d isease protect ion .  A  pract ica l  ru le-of-thumb is  to  feed 5% to 6% of the ca lf 's  body weight
with in  the f irst  s ix  hours and repeat the feeding when the ca lf  is  about 12 hours o ld .  For  an 80-pound
calf ,  th is  wi l l  equate to about 2  quarts  of  co lostrum per feeding.
Commercia l  co lostrum replacers contain  more than 100 grams of  immunoglobul in  per  dose.  A lways
read the label  before purchasing.  I t  is  important  not  to confuse supplements and replacers .
Supplements are used to boost  ant ibody protect ion a  ca lf  gets  from nurs ing and contain  40 to 60
grams of  immunoglobul ins ,  which is  not  enough to prov ide protect ion in  a  ca lf  that  has not  nursed.
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W h a t  i s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  d a m a g e  a n d  w h a t  s h o u l d
w e  l o o k  f o r ?

The b iggest  potent ia l  for  winterk i l l  i s  in  f ie lds  that
either  emerged too ear ly  and had a very lush top
growth,  consequent ly  dry ing the so i l ,  or  those f ie lds
that emerged very late and thus had l imited t i l ler  and
root development .  In  part icu lar ,  f ie lds  with  very
l imited snow cover ( less  than 2-3 inches)  in  more
exposed areas of  the terrain  (e .g . ,  terrace tops)  are
more prone to winterk i l l .

We wi l l  not  know the extent  of  winterk i l l  in  the state
unt i l  temperatures start  to warm up and the wheat
starts  to green up later  in  the spr ing,  so there is
noth ing growers can do at  the moment .  Th is  wi l l  l i ke ly
occur in  mid to late March,  so at  least  another 45
days.  As wheat green-up progresses later  in  the
year,  any winter  in jury wi l l  become more apparent .
In jured wheat may in it ia l ly  green up,  then go
backward.

P i c t u r e  t a k e n  b y  S h a d  M a r s t o n  D e c .  1 6 ,  2 0 2 4 ,
1  m i l e  s o u t h  o f  M c P h e r s o n .  S h o w i n g  t h e  g r o w t h  o f
o u r  w i n t e r  w h e a t  c r o p ,  p l u s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  a
s t i c k y  t r a p  s e t  o u t  t o  m o n i t o r  t h e  C o r n
L e a f h o p p e r  t h a t  i s  h a p p e n i n g  a l l  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e
o f  K a n s a s .

Two env ironmental  factors that  affect  the crop’s  response to co ld  temperatures due to the ir
potent ia l  of  buffer ing of  low a ir  temperatures are so i l  moisture content  and snow cover .  Wetter
soi ls  he lp  in  buffer ing changes in  so i l  temperature as a  funct ion of  the low a ir  temperatures
observed.
Regarding snow cover,  a l l  of  McPherson County and most of  Kansas 's  wheat-growing region had
good snow cover leve ls  from January 6 unt i l  about January 14 ,  and parts  of  centra l  and north centra l
Kansas had decent snow cover unt i l  January 21 .  Where the crop had at  least  2-3 inches of  snow
cover,  th is  snow should  have been suff ic ient  to insu late the wheat crop from the co ldest
temperatures .

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  i n v i t e  e v e r y o n e  t o  o u r  A n n u a l
M c P h e r s o n  C o u n t y  C o w / C a l f  S c h o o l  w i t h  a  s t e a k
s u p p e r  m e a l .  T h i s  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  w i l l  b e  h e l d  o n
F e b .  1 3 ,  2 0 2 5  a t  t h e  4 - H  B u i l d i n g  h e r e  i n  M c P h e r s o n .
D r .  D a n  T h o m s o n  D V M  w i l l  b e  o u r  K e y n o t e  s p e a k e r .
S o m e  o f  y o u  m i g h t  k n o w  h i m  f r o m  h i s  s h o w  o n  R F D - T V
“ D o c  T a l k ” .  S o  P l a n  n o w  t o  a t t e n d  o u r  a n n u a l  C o w  C a l f
s c h o o l  T h u r s d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  1 3 t h  W e  w i l l  s t a r t  t h e  n i g h t
o f f  w i t h  a  $ 1 5  K C  S t r i p  S t e a k  m e a l ,  w i t h  t h e  s t e a k s
c o m i n g  f r o m  J o e  A l l e n  o f  C a n t o n  L o c k e r s  a n d  c o o k e d
b y  o u r  g o o d  f r i e n d s  a t  M i d  K a n s a s  C o o p .  T h i s  p r o g r a m
h a s  h a d  a  l o n g  t r a d i t i o n  a s  b e i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  t o p  K S R E
p r o g r a m s  i n  t h e  s t a t e .
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